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Abstract


Website library is the new pattern of digital library that combines digital collection and digital service. Website library is also a new application on information and communication technology that contains dual function of virtual collection and all actual services to satisfy users' demands for achieving parliamentary librarianship in the modern society.

Each decade for the IT application in library, the mainstream media in library, the digital collection development in general from 1960 to 2010 are concisely stated. Furthermore, the five domains of web contents in website library of the Parliamentary Library of Legislative Yuan are described.

1. Preface

The purpose of building website library is to establish a digital library that provides electronic collection and electronic service. It is the principal part of digital library project by nature in terms of library service. The initiative of website library originates from a website developed by the Parliamentary Library. The definition of website library not only includes building up the library's web, but also combing the practice and concept of website into the actual activities of library. The scope of library service, therefore, could expand to cyberspace application to attract innumerable clients and provide diversified services beyond the limit of a real space.

The staff of Parliamentary Library planned four outlines for the library service net, i. e., the service of question & answering (QA), the information dissemination service (IDS), the multimedia ISAR service (ISAR) and the Internet website access, for forming a library service network in legislative profession to meet the massive information demands. Website library, based on the principles of library service net, gives a new meaning to librarianship for it brings the library profession into a new era and replaces some former service measures.

The influence of the application of information technology to general libraries in each IT decade from 1960 to 2010 could be outlined as follows (Table 1),

	IT Decade
	1960-1970

Communication Technology
	1970-1980

Computer Application
	1980-1990

IT Application
	1990-2000

Internet
	2000-2010

Website & Internet II

	Information Technology
	(1) Professional Librarians (2) 

Professional Counseling & Information Service
	Library Automation System
	All Kinds of Databases for Development

& Utilization
	(1) Electronic Publishing (2)

Electronic Collection (3)

Hypermedia Development
	(1) Website Library (2)

Personal Digital Library


Table 1: Information Applications in the Library Professional During 1960~2010

2. The Contents of Website Library

Digitalized media have grown rapidly since the digital revolution started in the early of 1990's, for the benefit of digital transmission to transfer paper-based media, traditional AV media and microform media, etc. into digital machine processing or readable formats. Digital revolution has influenced libraries in different ways: one outcome is the innovation of digital collection from electronic collections; another outcome is the digital collection becomes the mainstream collection in library's total collection. The following table lists the mainstream collections/media in libraries of the total collection from 1960 to 2010 (Table 2).

	1960~1970
	1970~1980
	1980~1990
	1990~2000
	2000~2010

	(1) Paper-based Media (2) Microform Media (3) AV Media
	(1) Paper-based Media (2) Microform Media (3) AV Media (4) Magnetic Tape Media
	(1) Paper-based Media (2) Magnetic Media (3) Microform Meida (4) AV Media
	(1) Paper-based Media(2) Digital Media (3) Other Tpye Media
	(1) Digitalized Media (2) Paper-based Media


Table 2: Mainstream Media in Library's total collection, 1960~2010

The Parliamentary Library established the first stage of website library in 1999. It mostly based on the self-developed Chinese online databases founded in the previous decade of 1980's, and have applied the patterns of legislative reference service since 1980's. Now website library could be divided into five content domains and service types owing to the different essence of its supplying materials & information, namely, browsing domain, searching domain, dissemination domain, reference domain and leisure domain. Table of five content domains and their characters lists as Table 3,

	Character/Domain
	Browsing Domain
	Searching Domain
	Dissemination Domain
	Reference Domain
	Leisure Domain

	Resource
	Static materials
	Cumulative Materials
	Current Materials 
	Indicative Materials
	Pleasure Materials 

	Function
	Browsing
	Searching
	On-demand 
	Guide
	Browsing

	Interactive 
	Low
	High
	Interactive & Auto
	Crossing
	Interactive

	Audience
	Overall Network
	Partial net/IP
	IP address
	Overall Network
	Overall Network

	Subscription
	No
	Partial
	Yes
	No
	Yes/No

	Participation/Post
	No
	No
	Yes
	No 
	Yes


Table 3: Content Domains & Their Characters in Website Library

Generally, we analyze the nature of information & data linking within the website library by six characters: (1) type of resource; (2) type of function; (3) the interaction for interface; (4) the limitation of audience; (5) the service of subscription; (6) the availability of participation/post for network users. The most advantages of building website library according to the fixed content domains include: (1) increasing e-access for library clients and (2) offering supporting service, value-added service and reference services via various e-collections, as well.

3. Browsing Domain of Web Content

It is important that a website library contains both the library catalog and the bulletin/orientation/instruction as starting points for any or new users. The browsing domain includes: (1) official documents and bulletin materials of the Legislative Yuan, i.e., "Interpellation records" & "Legislative Resources" for meeting summaries, "Law Resources" for the new law passed; (2) information package synthesized and edited by professional librarians, i.e., "Hot Topics" for current events; (3) bibliographic information for library collections, i.e., "Periodical Contents" for periodical contents bulletin, "Library Collection" for new book bulletin, etc. 

4. Searching Domain of Web Content

Database access is one of the basic function of website library. The initial concept & technology of database could be traced back to 1970's. The major development and achievement of digital collection in human history could be traced as follows (Table 4),

	Period
	E-name
	Contents Form
	Media Type

	Pre-1970
	Electronic File
	Electronic Documents/

Electronic Records
	Single Medium

	1970-1980
	Database (1)
	Bibliographic/Indicative/Numeral
	Single Medium

	1980-1990
	Database (2)
	Bibliographic/Indicative/Numeral/Full-text Database/Image Database
	Multi-media

	1990-2000
	Digital Library
	Digital Library/Digital Museum/Digital Gallery/Digital Archive/Digital Catalogue
	Hyper-media

	2000-2010
	Digital  Knowledge Database
	Intelligence Expert System/Intelligence Knowledge System/Intelligence Learning System
	Single Medium/ Multi-media/Multiple Media/Combined Media 


Table 4: The Development of Digital Collection, 1960~2010

The searching network area of website library contains three important sections: (1) Chinese databases developed by the library from the past fifteen years, such as, the Legislative Yuan Law System, the Legislative Yuan Interpellation system, the Legislative Yuan Proceedings System, the Legislative Yuan Periodical System, the Legislative Yuan News System, the Legislative Yuan Library System, etc. Most of the database systems have been transformed to web edition in recent years. In addition to the above databases, five more newly developed databases have been added into the category, i.e., the Legislative Yuan Law Amendment System, the Legislative Yuan Bill Tracking System, the Legislative News Summary System, the Legislators' Speech System and the Parliamentary Forums, etc.; (2) Chinese commercial databases; (3) Non-Chinese commercial databases (mainly English), for example, Grolier Online, Lexis.com, EBSCO Host, DIALOG SELECT, etc.

 The parliamentary materials could be a public good for free access including self-developed Chinese databases, but all the other commercial databases have to deal with copyright issue for downloading and printing. Obviously, the IP address for database searching is a management issue in terms of intellectual property right. The searching items provided by the databases and the subject fields covering in the databases are two more important measurements of collection development of a website library.

5. Dissemination Domain of Web Content

The global acceptance and modernization of Internet are mainly attribute to its dissemination character. The publicity of Internet empowered the website library to carry the public nature of information society and even exceed beyond the popularity of traditional public library. 

Reporting any useful information and news on web to library clients is necessary in everyday library activities. So, planning and constructing a network area for reporting current awareness and immediate knowledge service, especially related news reporting service, is essential in website library. The information package (or knowledge package, or so-called “a set of subject knowledge”) in website library of Parliamentary Library is the outcome of products. Core knowledge service is a kind of user-oriented preliminary knowledge management service. For this reason, website library is important to provide the knowledge portfolio and knowledge value-added service to general public as the information provider and knowledge navigator in our modern society. 

6. Reference Domain of Web Content

For the purpose of promoting professional & expertise library service, website library should at least offer the following four kinds of website services to form a complete web resources check-list: (1) website catalogue by classification or subject; (2) index of web pages in the website; (3) website analysis and usage evaluation; (4) website contents guide in details, and the others.  

The website catalog service which originally called inventory was drafted based on the proposal of GII (Global Information Infrastructure) in the G7 summit conference in 1995. As to the index of web pages, it could include web page general index and web page depth index. Web page general index is similar to periodical contents list; web page depth index is the combination of contents index and full-record index.

Website analysis and usage evaluation are significant parts for website promotion and resource management. They are identical to the user analysis in traditional research library and information center. Website contents guide is another useful and objective web reference tool. It contains data of website, web administrator, web owners, web communication method, provider of the application of information technology, maintenance of information technology, website costs, website activity report and value of produced information, etc.

7. Leisure Domain of Web Content

Website Library should be considered as a communication center in the cyberspace world as its uppermost purpose. Under this innovation, a website library contributes educational, knowledgeable, reporting and entertainment information to any web users, or webbers. The website library can provide a multiple digital space for all kinds of activities related to human life, including people’s work, arts & literature and entertainment, etc. “Refreshment on Web” is a general web reading room in website library. It contains eight small areas, i.e., arts area, movie area, funny area, literature area, travel area, daily life area, music area and comic area, etc. It is an interesting cyberspace area for leisure activity and readers could explore the wonderful world from it.

8. Services Rendered from the Website Library of Parliamentary Library

I. Chinese E-paper for Library Clients

The current information delivery service is a daily e-paper published by the Parliamentary Library and distributes to library clients as well as the public. It has been publishing two hundred issues since July 1, 2000 to April 11, 2001. Items in e-paper include: (1) daily legislative news; (2) the newest law; (3) legislative summary; (4) government general interpellation records; (5) parliament forum; (6) committee reports; (7) dispatch of current legislative information, etc.

II. Multi-linguistic Law Awareness

The multi-linguistic law awareness, or so-called “Dispatch of Current Legislative Information” is a daily awareness report service. It translates major international news/law-making status from reliable sources in eleven countries around the world in six different languages, i.e., Chinese, English, Japanese, German, Spanish and Russian languages into Chinese edition. It is enriching and popular in our services.

III. Library E-mail Distributing Service

Any news or news commentaries related to Legislators in sixteen local Chinese/English newspapers will be selected and filed. It will be automatically e-mail to Legislator’s individual e-mail box at 10:00 p.m. daily thru the equipped e-mail function of the Legislative Yuan News System.

IV. Information/Knowledge on Demand Service

The newly developed 2nd phase of library automation project (LA II system) of the Parliamentary Library features the on demand service that could/should be chosen by users. Users may easily select research-related or interested topics from the thesaurus profile, then the LA II system will accumulate all of the current website resources related to the chosen subjects and e-mail it to users promptly. It is an individual subscription feature of online service by subject approach.

V. Subject-oriented Information Package Service

The subject-oriented information package service in website library is a well-organized and complete web resources collection online. It gathers all of the knowledge resources and arranged into a menu without regard to the applied language, medium or format, etc. This service is the outcome of preliminary research and is ready to be used by everyone as direct reference materials or background reports for in-depth research.

9. Conclusion

Website library is a new appearance of IT applications in recent three years. It is also a very important component of the hybrid library that consists a real space and cyberspace library. Website library becomes an inevitable trend particularly among the research library communities in general. The Parliamentary Library is a family member of the general research libraries. And we, the parliamentary librarians, have responsibilities of greeting and shaping our future for keeping the pace with the e-world everywhere either in domestic, nationwide, or worldwide. 

The case study of website library of the Parliamentary Library of Legislative Yuan is just a primary test to see how we can survive and co-exist with the dynamic knowledge economy, knowledge organization and knowledge society, and the Parliamentary Library’s role in parliamentary knowledge management itself as well.
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